Skin necrosis after warfarin therapy.
A rare but potentially lethal complication of coumarin and its congeners is skin necrosis. A case of skin necrosis due to warfarin is reported and the literature is reviewed. It is suggested that if necrosis develops, the coumarin therapy should be terminated, and the patient should immediately be heparinized. Heparin, which never causes necrosis, can be used freely if further anticoagulation therapy is required, and may well prevent necrosis due to the thrombotic process.